Calibrated lateral crus stabilizer.
Fundamental shortcomings of the currently available instrumentation prompted the need for a device that facilitates stabilization of the lateral crus while at the same time allowing for precise measurement of the retained cartilage fragment along the anatomic axis of the lateral crus. This article presents a new instrument, the calibrated lateral crus stabilizer, and highlights its unique features, which facilitate the precise and symmetric excision of the lateral crural cartilage. A lateral crus stabilizer with a calibration mechanism is introduced that provides the means for precise removal of the excess portion of the lower lateral cartilage during rhinoplasty. There was a need for improved instrumentation to stabilize the alar cartilage than what is currently available. New instrumentation is presented that answers that need.